Nebraska District Convention
Opening Service
June 14, 2010 + 8:30AM

We gather as a district under the theme “Chrigtie] our calling.” This theme,
which unifies us as a synod, summarizes our lifehin Lord. His love, which
knew us before time began, took action in Chrisudeand redeemed us. The Holy
Spirit brought us to life through this love, and ¢entinues to extend it to us
through his Word and Sacrament (we will be congidethis in our devotions this
week). His love has called us to live as peopleapert by his grace. We live to
honor him in the many callings he has given to eathus—callings in our
families, our congregations, our schools, our wtagps, our communities and our
nation. Let us receive Christ’s love and worshiphi

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism

God'’s people long to gather together for strengtinf God and for mutual encouragement. This alterna
beginning for worship is intended for use not owmlgen there is a baptism but may be used on any
occasion to remind God'’s people of Baptism’s cauitig blessings.

Please stand at the minister's direction. Pleaseaspthe parts indicated, and join in singing themimy
stanzas. (Note that the first line of music in esizinza repeats.)

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son + antleoHply Spirit.
Congregation: (spoken) Amen.
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Spirit.
C:

Flesh gives birth to flesh,
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M:  Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the 8rour mothers conceived us. Psalm 51:5
C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we wepestified in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Corinthians 6:11
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As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.Have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishent both now and in eternity. But |
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.
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M:  Christ loved the church and gave himself up fortbemake her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, and to presemtto himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, thdgly and blamelesgphesians 5:25-27)
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and byabtsority, | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son + and dfititg Spirit.

C:  (spoken)Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in fker Rordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy SpKigep us who are baptized into Christ
faithful in our calling as your children and make hkeirs with him of everlasting life;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liamed reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: (spoken)Amen.

Please be seated.
THE WORD

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 13:1-10 The LORD speaks to the young Samuel

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD underlilihose days the word of the LORD
was rare; there were not many visions.

One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weakhiaould barely see, was lying down
in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yetegoat, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. TimenLORD called Samuel.

Samuel answered, “Here | am.” And he ran to Eli said, “Here | am; you called me.”

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie dowi®so he went and lay down.

Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel gotamd went to Eli and said, “Here | am;
you called me.”

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back anceldown.”

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The wordle t ORD had not yet been revealed
to him.

The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuelugoand went to Eli and said, “Here |
am; you called me.”

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the b8y Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down,
and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for yourva@t is listening.” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

The LORD came and stood there, calling as at therdimes, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant isrisig” NIV
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Psalm of the Day: Psalm 122 Christian Worship Supplement

We rejoice to gather around the gospel with othembers of God’s family. (References to
“Jerusalem” apply to believers, the Holy Christi&hurch.)

The minister will sing the refrain once; please@apand sing it each time thereafter. Please join
in singing the psalm verses in bold type. We Wilsimg the “Glory be to the Father” section
together.

M: | rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us gatte house of the Lord.”

C:. repeat Refrain

Refrain
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“Let us g0 to the house of the Lord.”
Psalm Tone
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M: | rejoiced with those who satd me,

“Let us go to the house tfe LORD.”
Our feet are standing your gates,
O Jersalem.

All:  Refrain

C: Pray for the peace of Jersalem:
“May those who love you besecure.
May there be peace withinyour walls
and security within your citadels.”

All:  Refrain

M:  For the sake of my brothers afiiénds,
I will say, “Peace be withigou.”
For the sake of the house of theRD our God,
| will seek your prospéy.

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spiiit,
as it was in the begining,
is now, and will be forever,_Anen.

All:  Refrain
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Second Lesson: 1 Timothy 4:9-17 Paul’s charge to Timothy

This is a trustworthy saying that deserves fullegtance (and for this we labor and strive),
that we have put our hope in the living God, whthis Savior of all men, and especially of those
who believe.

Command and teach these things. Don't let anyooledown on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in speeclifeinin love, in faith and in purity. Until | come
devote yourself to the public reading of Scriptumepreaching and to teaching. Do not neglect
your gift, which was given you through a prophetiessage when the body of elders laid their
hands on you.

Be diligent in these matters; give yourself whdilythem, so that everyone may see your
progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely.sBeere in them, because if you do, you will
save both yourself and your hearers. NIV

Verse of the Day: Matthew 24:35
M: Alleluia! “Heaven and earth will pass away, but wgrds will never pass away.” Alleluia!

Please stand out of respect for the Gospel of €hris

Gospel: Luke 24:36-49 The risen Christ appears to his disciples and instts them
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congi@yatngs:
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Glo-ry be to you, O Lord! Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!

While they were still talking about this, Jesus @t stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.”

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saghost. He said to them, “Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?K.abmy hands and my feet. It is | myself!
Touch me and see; a ghost does not have fleshaares bas you see | have.”

When he had said this, he showed them his handsemtd And while they still did not
believe it because of joy and amazement, he adied,t“Do you have anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he tibakd ate it in their presence.

He said to them, “This is what | told you while bsvstill with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of ides, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could understan@criptures. He told them, “This is
what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise@in the dead on the third day, and repentance and
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his nameltmations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. | am going to send ybatuwny Father has promised; but stay in the
city until you have been clothed with power fromhagh.” NIV

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Sarf God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from reven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance witthe Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living ad the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worstped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Cheh.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.
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Hymn of the Day: “Speak, O Lord”

Christian Worship Supplemen85
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Sermon Luke 24:36-49
The Greatest Danger to the World Today Is ...

After the sermon, please stand at the ministersation.

Create in Me
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Please be seated.

Gathering of Our Offering

After the offering, please stand as we pray.

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer
The ministers will speak the invitations and thétjpms. Please join in the sections in bold type.

M: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy ©€huf God throughout the world, that
God the almighty Father gather and guide it so tha& may worship him in peace and
tranquility:
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Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glonall nations in Jesus Christ. Guide
the work of the Church. Help it to persevere inthfaiproclaim your Word, and bring
salvation to people everywhere. Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our pastors and teachers and addiers of the Church, and for all the
people of God:

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides theu@in and makes it holy. Strengthen and
uphold all who serve you and your people. Keep tireimealth and safety for the good of
the Church. Help each of us to do faithfully therkvio which you have called us. Lord, in

your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in Chtisat the light of the Holy Spirit may
show them the way to salvation:

Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do nkhawledge Christ to receive the truth
of the gospel. Help us, your Church, to grow inelder you and for one another, so that we
become more perfect witnesses of your love fopediple. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those who serve in public offibattGod may guide their minds and hearts,
so that all of us may live in true peace and freedo

Almighty and eternal God, graciously direct thosko have been set in positions of
authority among us, so that people everywhere mgyygustice, peace, freedom, and a
share in the goodness of your creation. Lord, uryoercy,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray that God, the almighty and merciful Heat may heal the sick, comfort the
dying, give safety to travelers, and free thoseisthj deprived of liberty:

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to Weary and new courage to those who
have lost heart. In your mercy hear the prayerallofvho call on you in any trouble, that

they may have the joy of receiving your help initiieed. We ask this through Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray as our Lord has taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sigainst us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yous
now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’ S SUPPER

Preface

In this order of service, the ancient words of Breface are spoken rather than sung.
M:  The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.
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It is truly good and right that we should at athéis and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting Godotlyh Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come togethdris name, there he is with them to
shepherd his flock till he comes again in gloryhetiefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name andly@in glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)
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Words of Institution

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betralygmk bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciplesjirgy, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance &.in

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gavetiteim, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is goluout for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, lmenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

<

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Q

(spoken)Amen.

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)
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Please be seated.

Distribution

Communicants may approach the Lord’s Table on eiite at the direction of the ministers and ushers
During the distribution the congregation will sitige following two hymns, as time allows.

“What Is This Bread?” Christian Worship Supplemen2
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1 What s this  bread? Christ’s bod - y
2 What is this  wine? The blood of
3 So who am IR That 1 should
4 Yet is  God here? Oh, yes! By
51Is this for  me? I am for -
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ris - en from the dead: This bread we break.
Je - sus shed for mine; The cup of grace
live and he should die Un - der the rod?
Word and prom - ise clear. in mouih and soui
giv - en and set free! I do be - lieve
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This life we take Was crushed to pay for our re-
Brings his em-brace Of life and love un-til 1
My God, my God, Why have you not for-sak-en
He makes us whole— Christ, tru - ly pre-sent in this
That I re - ceive His ver -y bod -y and his
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lease. Oh, taste and see— the Lord is peace.
sing! Oh, taste and see— the Lord is  King.
me? Oh, taste and see— the Lord is free.
meal. Oh, taste and see— the Lord is real.
blood. Oh, taste and see— the Lord is  good.
“Soul Adorn Yourself with Gladness” Christian Worshig11

1. Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; Leave behind fjloom and sadness.
Come into the daylight's splendor; There with joy yur praises render
Unto him whose grace unbounded Has this wondrous pper founded.
Though he reigns above most holy, Deigns to dweliitly you most lowly.

2. Hasten as a bride to meet him, And with loving revence greet him,
For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal.
Open wide the gates before him, Saying, as you tleeadore him:
Grant Lord, that | now receive you, That | nevermore will leave you.
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3. He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost ngain will measure,
But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has #&ly given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, Naught wuld buy the gifts here offered:
Christ’'s true body, for you riven, And his blood, for you once given.

4. Now | kneel before you lowly, Filled with joy mostdeep and holy,
As with trembling awe and wonder On your mighty wok | ponder,
How by mystery surrounded, Depths that no one evesounded.
None may dare to pierce unbidden Secrets that withiou are hidden.

5. Human reason, though it ponders, Cannot fathom thesgreat wonders,
That Christ’'s body must be boundless Since the sault feeds are countless,
And that he his blood is giving With the wine we ag receiving.

These great mysteries unsounded Are by God alonemounded.

6. Lord, by love and mercy driven, You have left yourthrone in heaven
On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitteanguish,
To forgo all joy and gladness And to shed your blabin sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, | praise gu with thanksgiving.

7. Jesus, Sun of life, my Splendor, Jesus, Friend afdnds most tender,
Jesus, Joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my souhgpiring
At your feet | cry, my Maker: Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven For our good, youglory, given.

8. Jesus, Lord of life, | pray you, Let me gladly hereobey you.
By your love | am invited; Be your love with love equited.

By this supper let me measure, Lord, how vast andegp love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace you give me As your guesh heav'n receive me.

After the distribution, please stand at the ministdirection.

THANKSGIVING

Song of Simeon
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eyes have seen your sal - va - tion, which you have pre-pared for
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ev-'ry peo - ple, a light to light- en the Gen - tiles and the

glo - ry, the glo-ry of your peo-ple Is - ra - el.

M:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spidbd the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being lygaroclaimed to the joy and edifying
of Christ's holy people, so that we may serve yosteadfast faith and confess your name
as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Latth lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: (spoken)Amen.

Blessing

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gradioyou.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you pea

C: (spoken)Amen.

Please be seated.

Closing Hymn: “O Lord, We Praise You” Christian Worshipg317
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bod-y and your blood you nour-ish Our weak souls that they may
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In all tri - al, fear, and need: O Lord, have mer - cy!

2. Your holy body into death was given, Life to win fo us in heaven.
No greater love than this to you could bind us; Mayhis feast of that remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, your love and kindness did move you; Let youisupper move us to love you.
All our debt you have paid; Peace with God once meris made.
O Lord, have mercy!

3. May God bestow on us his grace and favor To pleasém with our behavior
And live together here in love and union, Cherishig our blest communion.
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not your good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heas'nly minded he make us.
Give your Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and itg.
O Lord, have mercy!

Service Participants

Presiding Minister: Pastor Brent Merten, Mountdailey, Eagle, CO

Preacher: Pastor Philip Kieselhorst, Shephertioialley, Westminster, CO

Organist: Mrs. Jennifer Johnson, Bethel, York, NE

Communion Assistants: Pastor Jonathan MicheeicBrof Peace, Salt Lake City, UT; Pastor
John Bortulin, St. Paul’'s, Plymouth NE

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism and Divine Servicg/dm Christian Worship Supplemen® 2008 Northwestern
Publishing House. Used by permission under Onebkiegret E-801892. “Speak, O Lord” by Keith Getty &tuart
Townend, © 2006 Thankyou Music; admin. EMI CMG Rsihihg. International copyright secured. All righéserved.
Used by special permission of EMI CMG Publishingayr of the Church Reprinted frooutheran Book of Worship:
Minister’'s Desk Edition© 1978. “What Is This Bread?” text by Frederic Baue, © 1991, 1998 Fred and Jean Baue.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission un@eeLicense.net E-801892.
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Grow in Christ’s Love through the Washing of Rehirt

Afternoon Devotion
Monday, June 14 + 1:00PM

Pastor Wayne Oblender
First, Aurora, NE; St. Mark’s, Sutton, NE

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son + arideoHoly Spirit.
Congregation:  Amen.

Hymn: “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” Christian Worship Supplemein86
This is a new translation of a hymn by well knowtheran hymnist Paul Gerhardt. It is sung to
the tune of the familiar “Dear Christians, One aAd, Rejoice.”

All Christians who have been baptized, Who know tb God of heaven,
And in whose dalily life is prized The name of Chist once given:

Consider now what God has done, The gifts he givés ev'ryone
Baptized into Christ Jesus!

You were before your day of birth, Indeed, from yair conception,
Condemned and lost with all the earth, None goodyithout exception.

For like your parents’ flesh and blood, Turned inward from the highest good,
You constantly denied him.

But all of that was washed away— Immersed and dromed forever.
The water of your baptism day Restored again whatver

Old Adam and his sin destroyed And all our sinfukelves employed
According to our nature.

Scripture Reading and Devotion: Romans 6:1-11

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinninthab grace may increase? By no means!
We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? d@n’t you know that all of us who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into leiattd? We were therefore buried with him
through baptism into death in order that, just heast was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life.

If we have been united with him like this in hisatie we will certainly also be united with
him in his resurrection. For we know that our obdf svas crucified with him so that the body of
sin might be done away with, that we should no érge slaves to sin—because anyone who has
died has been freed from sin.

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we wallso live with him. For we know that
since Christ was raised from the dead, he canecaghin; death no longer has mastery over him.
The death he died, he died to sin once for all;thatlife he lives, he lives to God. In the same
way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to &ddhrist Jesus. NIV
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Reading from the Large Catechism

L:  Thus we see how excellent a thing Baptism is.

C: It snatches us out of the devil's jaws, makes G@oour own, defeats and puts away sin,
daily strengthens the new man in us, keeps functiomg, and remains with us until we
leave our present troubles to enter glory everlagtig.

L:  Everyone should therefore consider Baptism to be dweryday wear, to be worn
constantly, so that he will at all times be foundaith and surrounded by its fruits, and so
that every day he will suppress the old man and/dosvard maturity in the new man.

C: As we once obtained forgiveness of sins in Bapin, so that forgiveness continues for
us as long as we live, that is to say, for as lorap we have the old Adam hanging
around our necks.

Hymn: Remaining stanzas of “All Christians Who HaveBeen Baptized”

In Baptism we now put on Christ— Our shame is fuy covered
With all that he once sacrificed And freely for & suffered.

For here the flood of his own blood Now makes usoty, right, and good
Before our heav’'nly Father.

O Chiristian, firmly hold this gift And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift In all that you endewvor.

When nothing else revives your soul, Your baptismtands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

So use it well! You are made new— In Christ a newreation!
As faithful Christians live and do Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess His glorious robef righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

Prayer

L: Letus pray.

C:. Father, Son and Holy Spirit: in the water of bagism you forgave my sin and delivered
me from death and the devil. You raised me to a newfe in Christ and clothed me
with his merit. Help me rejoice in your washing ofsalvation and live before you in
righteousness and purity forever. Amen.

Blessing

L:  The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the Somnd the Holy Spirit—bless and
preserve us.
C. Amen.

Closing prayer fronChristian Worshippage 10, “Remembrance of Baptism.” “All Christiano Have
Been Baptized” Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676;Jémn D. Vieker, © 2004 Jon D. Vieker. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under OnelLicaps&-801892.
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Grow in Christ’s Love through the Word of Truth

Morning Devotion
Tuesday, June 15 + 8:30AM

Pastor John Bortulin
St. Paul’s, Plymouth, NE

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son + arideoHoly Spirit.
Congregation:  Amen.

L:  The word is near you;

C: itisin your mouth and in your heart. Romans 10:8
L:  Itis with your heart that you believe and areifiesd,

C: and itis with your mouth that you confess and ee saved. Romans 10:10
L:  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord wilsbeed. Romans 10:13
C: Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to slame. Romans 10:11
Prayer

L: Letus pray.
O Holy Spirit, come to us with your comforting Wondthich alone can drive away our
doubts. Direct us to our Savior, Jesus, so thanastrust in him with our whole heart.

C. Amen.

Scripture Reading and Devotion: James 1:16-21

Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good pedect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, wheslmot change like shifting shadows. He
chose to give us birth through the word of trutiattwe might be a kind of firstfruits of all he
created.

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone shdad quick to listen, slow to speak and
slow to become angry, for man’s anger does noghaivout the righteous life that God desires.
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the ethlat is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you. NIV

Reading from the Large Catechism

L: Be sure to get this: even if you knew the Word adGhrough and through and had
mastered everything, still all your days are sperthe devil's territory. He does not rest
day or night, but sneaks up on you and kindlesoimr yreart unbelief and wicked thoughts.

C:. Therefore, you must always have God's Word in yar heart, on your lips, and in your
ears. But where the heart remains unmoved and the Wd is not ringing out, the devil
breaks in and does his damage before we are aware.
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L:  On the other hand, the Word is so effective thaenaver it is seriously contemplated,
heard, and used, it never fails to produce fruitalways awakens new understanding,
pleasure, and a spirit of devotion, and it cleamsghearts and our thinking.

For these words are not limp and lifeless, buthtey are creative and living words.

L:  And even if no other benefit or need drove us th# Word, everyone ought to be driven
by this:

C: through the Word the devil is shown the door anddriven away.

Prayer

L: Letus pray.
Heavenly Father, Creator of all things, you givaalishat we need for body and life.
C: Every good and perfect gift comes from you, th&ather of the heavenly lights.
James 1:17

L:  Lord Jesus Christ, by your suffering and death lyave opened the kingdom of heaven to

all believers.
C. We approach your throne, O God, with confidencefor mercy and grace in our time
of need. Hebrews 4:16
L:  Holy Spirit, counselor and guide, you have raisedrom death by your powerful Word.
C: You, O Spirit of God, have made us. Your breathalmighty One, gave us life. Job 33:4
L:  Lord, fill our hearts with thanksgiving for your mog and love.
C: Move us with our hearts to believe and with oummouths to confess your saving name.
Amen. Romans 10:10
Blessing

L: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and whq @a@ag who is to come, and from the
seven spirits before his throne, and from JesussChwho is the faithful witness, the

firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kingthe earth. Revelation 1:4,5
C:  Amen.
Hymn: “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” Christian Worshi293

God’s Word is our great heritage
And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age
Shall be our chief endeavor.

Through life it guides our way;
In death it is our stay.

Lord, grant, while worlds endure,
We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.

This devotion is based on “Meditation on the CreiedChristian Worship Supplement
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Grow in Christ’'s Love through His Holy Supper

Afternoon Devotion
Tuesday, June 15 + 1:.00PM

Mr. Rick Lohmiller
Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School, Northglenn, CO

Leader: Grace and peace to you from God our Father amd fihe Lord Jesus Christ.
Congregation:  Mercy, peace and love be yours in alngance. Romans 1:7; Jude 2
L: “Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says tte Beace to this house.”

Peace to all of you who are in Christ. Isaiah 57:19; Luke 10:5; 1 Peter 5:14

C
L:  The Lord gives strength to his people;
C:. the Lord blesses his people with peace. Psalm 29:11

Scripture Reading and Devotion: 1 Corinthians 11:226

For | received from the Lord what | also passedmwou: The Lord Jesus, on the night he
was betrayed, took bread, and when he had giverksh&e broke it and said, “This is my body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.tlhe same way, after supper he took the cup,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my bloak this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this beeadl drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes. NIV

Reading from the Large Catechism

L:  Therefore it is fitting to call the Sacrament theod of the soul that nourishes and
strengthens the new man. It is of course througttiBa that we are first born anew. But it
must be said here, as before, that human flestblaod still retain their old skin. We often
grow faint and weary and sometimes even stumbkheaslevil and the world confront us
with many obstacles and temptations.

C:. That is why the Lord’s Supper is given as a dajl food and sustenance, so that our
faith may be refreshed and strengthened and that imay not become weary in the
struggle but become stronger and stronger. For thenew life should be one that
continually develops and progresses. But it has tsuffer a great deal of opposition...
For times like these, when we are disheartened andnder heavy pressure, this
comfort of the Lord’s Supper is given to bring us ew strength and refreshment.

Midday Prayer

L:  Letus pray.
God of mercy, this midday moment of rest is youtomme gift. Bless the work we have
begun, make good its defects, and let us finish @& way that pleases you. Grant this
through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Nebraska District Convention 2010 v-20 Worship v@®ns



Blessing

L:  Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peacaldimes and in every way.
C: The Lord be with you. 2 Thessalonians 3:16

L: Blessing, honor, thanksgiving, and praise, mora tlia can utter or understand, be to you,
O holy and glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and HS8lyirit, by all angels, all mankind, and all
creatures, for ever and ever.

C: Amen.

Hymn: “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” Christian Worshi316

O Jesus, blessed Lord, to thee
My heartfelt thanks forever be,

Who hast so lovingly bestowed
On me thy body and thy blood.

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say:
What wealth is come to me this day!

My Savior dwells within my heart—
How blest am I! How good thou art!

This devotion is based on “Midday Meditation”@hristian Worship Supplement
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Grow in Christ’s Love through His Word of Absolutro

Morning Devotion
Wednesday, June 16 + 8:30AM

Pastor Kurt Ebert
Abiding Word, Highlands Ranch, CO

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the $@nd of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation:  Amen.

This is the message we have heard from him anduaetd you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all

If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk the darkness,
we lie and do not live by the truth.

If we claim to be without sin,
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:5-8

or or or

Confession of Sin

C: Father, | have sinned against you and am no lorg worthy to be called your child.
Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purgeaway my guilt. For his sake, O
God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy oyour Holy Spirit let me serve you
all my days.

Silence for personal examination and confession.

Absolution

L:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just arlliforgive us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confessidordive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 1 John 1:9
C: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Scripture Reading and Devotion: John 20:21-23

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Fdtlasrsent me, | am sending you.” And
with that he breathed on them and said, “ReceigeHbly Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins,
they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, theg not forgiven.” NIV

Reading from the Large Catechism

L:  What | am saying is that you are to concentratéhenNord, on the absolution, to regard it
as a great and precious and magnificently splemdasure, and to accept it with all praise
and thanksgiving to Godf. this were explained in detail, and if the neldttought to move
and induce us to make confession were pointedtioe, one would need little urging or
coercion.
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Everyone’s own conscience would so drive and disb him that he would be glad to

do what a poor and miserable beggar does when hedrs that a rich gift of money or
clothing is being handed out in a certain place. Sas not to miss it, he runs there as
fast as he can and needs no bailiff to beat and de him on.

medicine.

We give you this counsel:
If you are poor and miserable, then go to confesgioand make use of its healing

Hymn: “Baptismal Waters Cover Me”
A soloist will sing the first stanza.

Christian Worship Supplemer89
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joy I praise him for his grace.

The vital relationship between Holy Baptism and daily repentance and absolution is vividly

described in this hymn.

Text:

Kurt E. Reinhardt, b. 1969 © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: KATY (88 88) Kermit Moldenhauer, b. 1949 © 2005 Kermit Moldenhauer. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Prayer

L:  Letus pray.
Teach us, O Lord, to delight in your law, to follg@ur decrees, and to walk in your paths.
Turn our eyes away from worthless things and owrtsefrom willful sin, that we may
know the sweetness of your Word, the peace of yorgiveness, and the joy of the
redeemed, both now and forever.

C. Amen.

Blessing

L:  Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, will
be with us in truth and love. 2 John 3

C:  Amen.

This devotion is based on “Meditation on the Minjstf the Keys” inChristian Worship Supplement
“Baptismal Waters Cover Me” reprinted by permissiorer OneLicense.net E-801892.

The selections from the Large Catechism were tgkamarily from the translation by F. Samuel Janzow,
Luther's Large Catechism: A Contemporary Translatizvith Study Questions® 1978 Concordia
Publishing House. A few alterations to facilitaeading by the group were made by Pastor Jonathan
Micheel of the Nebraska District Worship Committee.
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Closing Service
June 16, 2010 + 10:30AM

This morning’s closing service is an adaptatioriMéditation on our Christian
Calling,” found in Christian Worship Supplemerit is fitting that as our time
together draws to a close, we gather one morednmend the voice of him who
has called us out of darkness into his wonder@hitliand who has called on us
in our respective vocations to let our light shbefore men, that they may see
our good deeds and praise our Father in heavenartbthie end of the service,
we will install the newly elected officers and diitc pastors, and also bid
farewell to Pastor Joel Frank, who has served adDairict President for the
past twenty years. May the love of Christ be wghall in all our callings.

Opening Hymn: “If God Himself Be For Me”  Christian Worship419, stanzas 1, 3, 4

If God himself be for me, | may a host defy;
For when | pray, before me My foes, confounded|.

If Christ, my head and master, Befriend me from abve,
What foe or what disaster Can drive me from hisdve?

I build on this foundation: That Jesus and his blod

Alone are my salvation, My true, eternal good.
Without him all that pleases Is valueless on earth

The gifts | have from Jesus Alone have pricelesgorth.

He canceled my offenses, Delivered me from death;

He is the Lord who cleanses My soul from sin thnagh faith.
In him | can be cheerful, Courageous on my way;

In him | am not fearful Of God’s great Judgment Day.

Invocation and Call to Worship

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the $amnd of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

02 02 0 0 0OXZ

You are all sons of God through faith in Christuies

for all of you who were baptized into Christ have thed yourselves with Christ.
Galatians 3:26,27

There is one body and one Spirit—
just as you were called to one hope when you weralled—

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
one God and Father of all, who is over all anthrough all and in all. Ephesians 4:4-6

You are the salt of the earth;
you are the light of the world.

Let your light shine before men, that they mayys& good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:13-16
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As we have opportunity, let us do good to all peppl

especially to those who belong to the family dfelievers. Galatians 6:10

Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do itrathe name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17

0= 0=

Hymn: Final stanza of “If God Himself Be For Me”

My heart for joy is springing And can no more be ad,
‘Tis full of joy and singing, Sees only sunshinglad.

The sun that cheers my spirit Is Jesus Christ, miing;
The heav’'n | shall inherit Makes me rejoice andisg.

Scripture Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-14

So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lorédsbamed of me his prisoner. But join with
me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of Gatio has saved us and called us to a holy
life—not because of anything we have done but beat his own purpose and grace. This grace
was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginnirtgne, but it has now been revealed through
the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who desdroyed death and has brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel. And of shgospel | was appointed a herald and an
apostle and a teacher. That is why | am suffersigam. Yet | am not ashamed, because | know
whom | have believed, and am convinced that héls® guard what | have entrusted to him for
that day.

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern ofésteaching, with faith and love in Christ
Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrustgglite-guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit
who lives in us. NIV

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” Christian Worship Supplemené8

A soloist will sing stanzas 1 and 4.
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Sermon

Hymn: “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke”

Christian Worship453, stanzas 1, 5

“Come, follow me,” the Savior spoke, “All in my way abiding.
Deny yourselves; the world forsake; Obey my calind guiding.
Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide; Take my exantgfor your guide.”

Then let us follow Christ our Lord And take the cross appointed

And, firmly clinging to his Word, In suffring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain The crowniheav'nly life obtain.
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Installation of District Officers and Circuit Pastors

Exhortation

Promises by the Newly Elected
Installation

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Blessing

Thanksgiving for the Faithful Service of Pastor JoeFrank

M:

Q

O

O

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Pastor JaeilEis retiring from his service as District
President. He has faithfully served the Lord, u&l aur congregations for the past twenty
years in that calling. As we bid him farewell, l@ek to the Word of our Lord for comfort,
peace, and guidance.

Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together. Know thatLORD is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his; we are higople, the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courthpiraise; give thanks to him and praise
his name.

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfukess continues through
all generations.

O LorD Almighty, blessed are those who dwell in your heus
O LoRrD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counfsiile wicked or stand in the way of
sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.

His delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, tvlyields its fruit in season and whose leaf
does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to theHoly Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks forfal Iblessings you have given this district
through the ministry of your servant Pastor Joahkr By your Holy Spirit give him grace,
that by his example of faithful devotion to your ¥Wphe may be a blessing to many. In
your mercy support and strengthen him in his lged grant him peace and blessedness
now and forever, through your Son, our Great Highd®, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Dear brother in Christ, the Lord will keep you fraih harm; he will watch over your life.
The Lord will watch over your coming and going bothw and forever.

Amen.
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Blessing

M: May the God who gives endurance and encouragegieatyou a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with heart and mouth you may glorify

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 15:5,6
C:  Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head Christian Worshipb36

Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s head, You are heone foundation.
In you she trusts, before you bows, And waits foyour salvation.
Built on this rock secure, Your Church shall endue
Though all the world decay And all things pass aay.
Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Jesus!

O Lord, let this your little flock, Your name alone confessing,
Continue in your loving care, True unity possesay.

Your sacraments, O Lord, And your saving Word
To us e’er pure retain. Grant that they may reman

Our only strength and comfort.

Help us to serve you evermore With hearts both pur and lowly.
And may your Word, that light divine, Shine on insplendor holy
That we repentance show, In faith ever grow.
The pow'r of sin destroy And evils that annoy.
Oh, make us faithful Christians.

And for your gospel let us dare To sacrifice allreasure;

Teach us to bear your blessed cross, To find iroy all pleasure.
Oh, grant us steadfastness In joy and distress.

Lord, for your mercy’s sake, Let us by grace pardke
Of endless joy and glory.

Service Participants

Presiding Minister: Pastor John Bortulin, St. PeuPlymouth, NE
Preacher: Pastor Tyler Peil, St. John’s, Stant&h, N

Organist: Mr. Dane Mattes, Our Savior, Longmont, CO
Soloist: Mr. Tom Plitzuweit, St. Paul’s, PlymouttE

This service is based on “Meditation on Our ChaistCalling” inChristian Worship Supplemer@® 2008
Northwestern Publishing House. Installation rited &frarewell to a Called Worker” are fro@hristian
Worship Occasional Service® 2004 Northwestern Publishing House. Both usegddrmission.
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